
Embedded Spiral Thread Wrap 
   By Jeff Shafer 
 

In this tutorial I demonstrate the technique I use to embed tinsel spiral wraps into ferrule wraps or 

guide wraps.  This technique is best for me because I do not use color preserver on my thread wraps 

which causes the nylon thread to become translucent when epoxy is applied ï allowing tinsel tie-

downs to be somewhat visible under the nylon wraps.  This method minimizes the lengths of tinsel 

thread that are tied down by the wrapping thread. 

 

Required Materials: 

- Nylon Wrapping Thread (or wrapping thread of your choice). 

- Tinsel Thread.  Note that this is round tinsel, not flat tinsel. 

 

 

Figure 1 ï Begin thread wrap in the normal fashion; wrap to desired width. 

 
 

 

Figure 2 ï Cut an 8ò piece of tinsel thread.  Using the flat side of a pair of scissors, I flatten the first 

1/16
th
 inch of the tinsel.  This will allow the tinsel to catch under the wrapping thread easier. 

 
 



 

Figure 3 ï With your left forefinger, pull the wrapping thread out toward yourself to create a gap to 

insert the flattened tinsel into.   

 
 

 

Figure 4 ï Release the wrapping thread to trap the flattened tinsel.  This step may require more than 

one attempt, resulting in only the tip of the tinsel being caught by the thread wrap.  Not a secure 

connection at this point. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 5 ï Slowly begin rotating the rod blank away from yourself and after making one complete 

turn the tinsel should be trapped by a second thread wrap.  The tinsel is a little more secure now.  With 

the tinsel now more securely attached, carefully pull the tinsel down and alongside the wrapping 

thread.  Note that the tinsel is to the right of the wrapping thread but isnôt tight against the wrapping 

thread at the tie-in point.  You could try packing the tinsel against the wrapping thread but you risk 

causing the tinsel to come loose. 

 
 

 

Figure 6 ï With the tinsel to the right of the wrapping thread, make one complete turn, until both 

threads have made one revolution.  You will notice that the wrapping thread will lay over tinsel at the 

tie in point (two tinsel wraps will appear side-by-side) because the tinsel wrap hasnôt made a ninety 

degree turn alongside the thread wrap yet. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 7 ï Using your left forefinger to hold all thread in place on top of the blank, lift the wrapping 

thread up and over the first tinsel wrap.  You will now have the two threads properly oriented to 

continue. 

 
 

 

Figure 8 ï Hold the two threads between your right thumb and forefinger, keeping the tinsel to the 

right of the wrapping thread.  Begin rotating the rod away from you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 9 ï After one turn you will be forming the third tinsel wrap. 

 
 

 

Figure 10 ï Continue turning. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 11 ï Continue turning until you see five tinsel wraps above (top of blank) the tinsel tie-in 

point.  I always use an odd number of embedded turns in a wrap like this. 

 
 

 

Figure 12 ï Note that I have stopped turning when the fifth turn is just past the original tinsel tie-in 

point.  While performing this wrap the tinsel is always to the right of the wrapping thread.  In order to 

secure the tinsel, pull the free end of the tinsel under the wrapping thread.  Make several more turns 

with the wrapping thread. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 13 ï At this point I like to align the tinsel tie-down point with the tinsel tie-in point.  This is 

done by unwinding the tinsel around 1/8ò.  Use your fingernail to pack the wrapping thread against the 

tinsel.  

 
 

 

Figure 14 ï Pull the tinsel tight and carefully sever with a sharp blade. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Figure 15 - Continue the wrap to the desired length and tie-off. 

 


